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I had intended that this be my last Report as ESRA President. I have decided to continue in 

the role for one more year, subject of course to being re-elected to the position, as I believe 

that I, and the 2019 – 2020 Committee, have unfinished business. The focus of the incoming 

Committee will be the provision of timely and accurate information to members across the 

various communication platforms available to us. 

To assist us to do this I have some simple requests of players: 

Timely submission of legible and accurate results of matches: 

Towards the end of the Autumn season I searched the pile of scoresheets at the 

Westerfolds Bayswater desk to find some missing scores. I found a number of sheets 

without Dates, without Round Nos and with only First Names entered. 

When I looked at the Spring Results while preparing this report I noted that four 

results are shown as missing, dating back as far as Round 1. 

We suggest that scores are submitted on the night of the match and that both teams 

retain a copy “just in case”. 

If a result is shown as missing, be proactive in ensuring the information has been 

provided (again if necessary), rather than simply complaining that the results are not 

up to date. 

Provision of current personal contact details: 

Henry Rimanich and I recently made a concerted effort to obtain valid email 

addresses for all current ESRA members. We now have addresses for most, but not 

all, members.  

We are required by Community Services Victoria to maintain an up to date list of 

members. We amended our Rules in recent years to allow email addresses and email 

communication instead of physical addresses and mail; in part due to members 

concerns regarding privacy. It frustrates me that we now struggle to obtain a 

complete list of email addresses due to “privacy concerns”. 

A year ago we expected that the SportyHQ platform would be ready at the commencement 

of Autumn Pennant to allow teams to enter their own results. To date the system still 

cannot accommodate the ESRA team / scoring format and we must continue to use our 



current spreadsheet based system. Squash & Racquetball Vic. is working to rectify this 

anomaly. 

I am most happy to advise that this will be the last occasion on which the ESRA President is 

required to remind players of their personal responsibility to pay their Affiliation Fees to 

Squash & Racquetball Vic. From 1 January 2020 Clubs / Venues will be responsible for 

collecting and paying player affiliation fees to S&RV. Currently a considerable number of 

ESRA players are unaffiliated for the calendar year 2019. S&RV is checking fees paid against 

our player lists for the Autumn and Spring seasons. We will contact each player individually 

and expect that they will pay promptly to S&RV. 

In the year 2018 – 2019 we lost some players and we lost a few teams. We also gained some 

players and gained some new teams. Grade 1 is particularly strong, with most of the top 

Melbourne based players choosing to play ESRA Pennant. We gained two new Grade 5 

teams including new and younger players, which is vital if our competition is to continue. 

Player behaviour was largely good, although there were a few incidents reported. I ask that 

players are mindful of their responsibility to treat their opponents, markers, referees and 

spectators with respect at all times. We all play for enjoyment, and enjoyment of all aspects 

of the game including marking, refereeing, spectating and supper after the match.  It 

remains after all, and foremost, a game. Please think of Ashley Barty if a call goes against 

you, rather than some other racquet sports professionals who come to mind !! 

We once again ran a successful ESRA Tournament as part of the Victorian Racquetball 

Circuit. Thank you to ESRA players David Maher, Sara Alger & Sandy Chalmers, members of 

the Tournament Committee along with Jodi Wilkinson, Shane Skidmore & Paul Vear. It is our 

intent to again stage the tournament in 2020. 

I am disappointed that, for a variety of reasons, Doubles Mania was not run this year. The 

incoming committee will work towards it taking place in 2020. 

Thank you to Kristel Proctor (Tak Games), Phil Howe (Phillip Howe Graphic Design), Greg 

Crawford (AGEE Panels & Towing) and Phil & Sara Alger for their generous sponsorship of 

ESRA. It is greatly appreciated. 

Sadly, we mourned the loss of much loved and long serving players Don Groom and Rob 

Ryan this year. We also supported our former President Nicci Rossouw following the tragic 

death of her husband Anton. 

Finally I would like to thank the outgoing committee and all ESRA players for their support 

during the year. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ian Chalmers, President 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 


